Tillie Olson, writer in working-class and
women's communities;

Angela Dawvis, activist, Black writer, scholar:

Fernando Alegria, scholar and diplomat, writer
in the Latino community.

Book Exhibit: We will provide space for community bookstores,

publishers and magazines to display their publications.

Follow=Up Projects:
Bay Area Writers' Union
Publications

(Frinciples of the conference will be implemented by a
discussion of these proposals at the plenary session.)

=
In planning our conference we have set up the following
committees:

Agenda/Speakers

Steve Abbott (chair)

John Curl

Ricarde Mendoza

Q.R. Hand

Jack Hirschman

R.V. Cottam

Denise Kastan 1 A

Bruce Boone 5 ' aoh 5
 Susu Jeffry ' T




pad

——

Logistics/ Arrangeménts
Bob Gluck (chair)

o= H&ll 1
Darrell S5chramm

Conference Coordinator

John Curl

The Steering Committee consists of the chairperson of
each committee plus the conference ceprdinator.

Community Qutreach: Approximately 22 poets and writers were j
first approached by mail in the fullnwing cemmunities: Black,
Chicano/Latino, Asian, MNative American, lesbian, women and gay.
(see supplementary materials) Suggestions of these writers

were incorporated inte the conference plans. We also sent
press releases to community newspapers and distributed flyers
announcing our meetings to insure participation of writers

from various communities. (Please see supplementary material
titled "History of the Planning Group") During the next three
months the Fublicity Committee plans radio spot announcements,
notices in community newspapers and bookstores, and press
releases to advertise the conference,




SUPPLEMENTARY :
HISTORY OF THE PLANNING GRCUF

The idea of a Writers and Politics Conference was in-
dependently conceived by Steve Abbott, poet and co=aditor
of the "Poetry Flash," and another writer, Bruce Boone, staff
member of 5mall Press Traffic Bookstore. In the spring of
1980 these writers suggested to each cther that they begin
planning a conference that would bring together other writers
of ethnic and minnéity communities in San Francisco in order
to enable them to articulate their own community interests
as well as create ties with writers from other groups. These
comnunities of San Francisco had much to gain, they thought,
by coming together and discovering political and writing
areas of common concern. The time had come, they thought,
for Black, Chicano, Native American and Asian writers, women
writers, lesbian and gay writers and others to get to know each
other and discuss writing and political practices together.
Abbott and Boone discussed this idea with other writers and
found a faveorable response.
On this basis they sent cut letters to wWwriters who were
involved with their communities, thirty or so minority, women
and gay, disabled and older writers. They proposed a community
oriented writers' conference and asked if the respondants would |
consider ghis an idea that was workable and could meet - |
community needs. They proposed an explaratnry meeting to
evaluste responses they had received.
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writers should also he ﬁﬂfified individually,
As a result of this a further planning meeting was held
at Small Press Traffic on Sept. 14. About 30-35 persons
attended this enthusiastic, often tumultuocus meeting.
General principles were discussed and it was agreed that the
conference would take place in February or March of next
year, that it would be a conference for minority, women and
other writing communities in the area and that an important
organizing theme of the conference would be attacks on these
communities from the right wing. A steering committee and
four other committees were established: Publicity, Speakers/
Agenda, Legisties, Finances. A conference coordinator; John
Curl, was elected. The committees met briefly and then another
date was decided! on.
Cn Sept. 28 we met for the third time at 3mall Press
Traffic Bookstore. 1In the meabtime the committees had met
and begun their planning, and they reported to the general
meeting. After their reports the meeting aareed on a conference
structure. Spread out over two days, there would be two panel
discussions, the first to be more analytical and perscnal and
the second more concrete, decision or acticn ocriented; there
would also be a number of workshops (9-12) and panels discussions
in which other tepics would be delved into in a more detailed _
way; there would be a general or plenary meeting in whiqﬁ the __-H{{
conference would sum up its proceedings and discuss ﬁnllauhup :
events; finally there would be an Evening ﬂf ﬂnt&rtaipmﬁnt

with coffee ‘and -.‘.l1::41.1+;|"|'nt~4|vr.rl;;g..E B A -
:In nddi’tian tn #eﬁkfing :ﬁh‘mﬁa ; ‘unding the
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At this planning meeting-- assuming that enough of you are
interested in attending-- we propose this agenda, trusting it can
be amended by suggestion:

1. Nature of the conference
@+ Specific proposals for workshops, lectures, etc,

b. How big? Panels or talks or roundrobins or workshops
Or some combination of thesge?

¢. Suggestions for lecturers, ranelists, workshop leaders,
groups who would give presentations or rerformances, etc,

2. Elect a Cco-ordinating committee to take responsibility
(4 or 5 people maybe?),

3. Logistics
a. When?
b. Where?
C. Publicity?
d. Money?

We would like to emphasize that the conference Planning is open :
to all and all should feel welcome to take part so that a wide spectrum
of viewpoints will be represented, Thus, if you are interested but
cannot attend yourself, perhaps a friend could attend for you. :
Hope to see you Sunday the 20th! ¥ | R

Sincerely,

Eqﬁuﬂ | gPl8 8 - - Y
g 53 SR Leia Pl AR, “‘!ﬂ Ry AT
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| SUNDAY, 7:30p
| | Swidi PreSS TRAFFIC - F84(B 247

ﬂS WRITERS OF COLDR., FEMINISTS,
i LESBIANS & GAY MEN, DISARLED &
CLDER. FEDPLE | SOC/ALISTS & RADICALS
WE SAY ITS TIME TO JoiN TOEETHER

W G IGH T BACKY

PRV 0y CUIRE BOLSITTEYISAM M 6.

HELP US PLAN TORUMS, PANELS,
WORKSHORS | LECTURES, READINGS,
PELFORMANCES AND &0 ON,

Hochester, N, Y.—Mre. Price Bulge,
a wealthy socicty woman of this city, has
sunounced that she intemls 1w devote
mwch of ber time amd mwoney 1o further
the movement against the teachings of
Jaslmlues i=ani.

1o a reporter she said: *Bolaliey ism
will dlestray the raluily."'

Mrs. DBulge has heen divorced four
Eirnias,




By HILTON OBENZINGER
Special ro the Guardian
Ban Francisoo
With Moral Majority-inspired censor-
ship and new MoCarthyike “subversives™
hearings in the works, what should be the

threats

“Salvador.

i oomdlcrenos . ] o= fonsyenod ch

2l and 2T here for "Lefi Write! A Undoy
Conference of Writers on the Leflt”' o
strugele over these and oiher ..m:n._...__.._n_...

Approximately 250 poets, fiction writers,
dramatists and erities unanimously en-
dorsaed a resolution *“that we stand anited
against fascism, imperialism. racism,
sexism, homophobia and agelsm. ™
Calling for a writer's union ™*in support
of peace. political and economic demo-
cracy. sclf-determination and Interna-
tonal .._._.__._._n_..._.."._”. among thg ..E..__.Eq__m
peoples of the world."" participants pro-
posed such projects as a wrler's defense
group. study groups and publications.
Several recent lierary trends ocon-
verged at the conference. One trend was

the writers, publications and presses that
blossomed in the 19605 and carly 19705 as
part of the antiracist. women's and gay
righis movements. Another trend was the
__.423. attempls to  form workplace
WTILCT 5 groups and consciously working-
class Merature. A third was the “*small

m..-“ﬂ.uw« moverment of cxperimental and
J hterature, A fow writers associated
with +._-_4._-.. wave™ and th "*neerformanse
iy B alsgy prarticipraied

Farmaliy the  conlerence atiracied a
firge number of older writers, ETH Y of
whom are veterans of the Communis
Party during the 19305 and the McCarthy
ora.

With the rise of the right, all of these
irends are being politically and economi-
cally bludgeoned. Tomas Ybarra-Frausto,
during the Chicano and Latino writer's
pancl. summarized the history of Chicano
writing, the rise of alternative Chicano
presses, the teatro movement and other
developments, noting how many presses
and other instiutions no lenger exist
because of financial difficulties.

The increasing monopolization of book
publishing over the past 10 vears, along
with the cutbacks in foundation ‘granis,
have made many already marginal enter.

e

H
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Left-Write meeting: ‘Art as political action”

prises impossible, Yhars.p E
The discrimination (sced _._._W.q..ﬁ._._b.__.q“._q.“_ﬁ.ﬂ_u.
oiher minorily writers in the if._q.m“.“_“_“.m_.
publishing world is only !“._“4_._.“_.:__2_._”_1
the few exceplions that “make i = ’

iher ﬂ_:.__._..- parliipanis ncluded
Nelhie Worg of ““Unbound Feeg ™ 5,
Asian women wrilers' collective: Al Riey.
mond, former editor of ﬂ__w_.._.ﬂ_..n.w World:
Lealie Simoh, foander of ”_.___.u.___...._J_. for the
..u_._.....w_“._... ....“_..._._._.__.._n.:. ?u._:t.-._.-u. n__um.__u.._u__.-._r_.d
Fam  Latine  coltural  magazine; gad
William Mandel, author of books on'ihe
Soviet Union and, Pacifica Radio com.
FCTARGE. 1

ART AS POLITICS

The general ideological orientation
toward art as a tool for change was ex-
pressed stromgly throaghow the ooa.
ference. Robert Chrisman, editor of Black
Scholar, described art as *a political ac-
tion thal cxpresses consciousmess and
shapes reality.”

In reviewing the past decades, Chris-
man critiqued the progressive wriling
trends for ‘often displaying an academic
Marxism diverced from current political
conditions, and for minorty writers
falling inte a ""mosialgic.” c¢uliural na-

thonalism, :

Despite its strength, general political
ind ideological confusion was Eﬂt_-w... e
.yuﬂaﬁniaﬂ,..an_guh-?n!q ol o
antigommunism,. There was po. P
Folstical ling fo place racts:
Bav cppretsion within the o
ciass society. The sharpest
n..-.lhnﬁd._u arand  the js8Ee  of Ry
ooprervian. The lack of focus *“seemed 1o
mapnily differences rather than over-
o ihem,”” leshian writer Amber
Holbbawgh  observed.  “Frustrations
arvand being writers forced people into
bring more competitive than the actual
condilaons in cur communites.

Ywompe Bejaranc-Yarbro, Chicana
writer from  the University of-
Washingion, commented that despite
these contradictions, the conference was
& step borward. "' Such a conference in the
past woeld ol have even inclisded (hind
world and gav writers,” she zaid,

San Framciseo hus a long history of
beimg & focus of literary and cultural
movements. Dunng the antifascise sIrug-
gle of the 19305 and the antiwar move-
ment of the 1960s asd 1970k, writers
played a role in building wnited fronts and
in challenging bourgecds anitedes.

ta YFORT APACHE, THE BRONX"™
w:.._._.#uvzwm_ﬂﬂﬂ.ims

Produced by David Susskingd
Staming Paul Newman, Edwand Asncr

By ELAYNE RAPPING
AL a time when racium, sexism and random
vidlence have beocome Hollywood staples,
**For Apache, The Bronx'" mansges io stand out
 above the crowd, It is the most relentlesaly ra-
- cist and implicitly fascist major film in years.

‘Fort Apache’ relentlessly racist

poveny. This is perceived as the nataral and in-
evitable condition of such ""degraded . **anim-
allike”" beings. k

The actsen begins with ihe fatal shooting of
two white cops by a deranged, drugped-out
Black prostitute (Fam Goer). A new law and
order police chiel named Connally (Ed Asner)
comes on the scene determined 1o run things
iy ik bk, ™" His effonts exacerbate the situs-
thon and lead 1o two equally andesirable, oli-
mactic ciuations: a day-lng uncontrollable

cormaminiy *'riot’ ") and the heaving of an inso. |

il.h.l*wﬂ-&?ﬂu-iﬂuru-qjﬂlun

 The latter incident is witnessed by Murphy

™ and Corell, The fikm ends when Murphy, afler W

Admost every other woman i the film a4

even this will be tragecally fiaile.™

This i the tear-jerking swan soag of white
Iheratism. It proclums the beeakdown of the
nele of bourgesds "domooracy.” Implcithy,
thore b a political E&igwnlj
eearilying than sy B-mevie. If, a4 the (il sug-
g, bourpeots mstitutions have clearly =
o, the copntry st move either 10 the :
of night: wward socialsm or facim:.




CALENDAR ITEM
July 28, 1980

FROM: Group for Writing & Politics
c/o 545 Ashbury St. #1
san Francisco, CA 94117 g 23

CONTACT: Bruce Boone or Steve Abbott i
826-2055 431-4844 eV

For release: Immediately -

SAN FRANCISCO. Monday, July 28, 1930 -15
"Writing & Politics"--a conference for HritEEE 1
on our work as people of color, feminists, 15%hﬂ} s
disabled & older people, socialists and rqﬁ
planned in an open meeting scheduled f ﬁhnjﬁf
at Small Press Traffic Bookstore, ﬂﬂiﬁ_ﬂ
7:30p.m. The conference is plannﬂﬂ

'\."L‘iﬂn.
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Statement of Furpose

The Writers and Politics Conference is intended to

bring together writers from the various communities of

San Francisco: Black, Latino/Chicenc, Asian, Native American,

feminist, lesbian and gay, older, socialist and radical.

The conference proceeds from two basic assumptions: 1)

that at present ties among the various communities are weak

and ill-developed and 2) that the communities would greatly
benefit from the development of such ties among writers. A
We know writers are aware of the needs of their own communities
and that they can also make connections with writers of : ;i;
other communities, given the opportunity. Our conference
intends to pruvide this appartunity and be an accasion for ?

rather than keep them apart.
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‘prenatal care for needy

FERELY A% T R Tar gy TreSRe . S S
families in these
areas. I the state money is 10l there will

Linfil recenily =

This article was submilted to the People’s  proletariat.
Left Write brings these workers forward.

Many style themselves anarchjss, Others

Iribune by a friend of our paper who is deep-
Iv involved in making proletarian culture an
i.ﬁ1p-:nrtm| weapon for the working class.in

their struggle for socialism,

Poets, writers, and other cultural workers
came together in San Francisco, February
21-22, in an important conference called Left
MWrite! '

The purpose of the conference was to-set
into motionthe first major cultural vanguard
working in relation to the education of the
masses al a grass roots level,

The conference, which included panels and
workshops, the former with representatives
of communist and socialist perspectives, and
the latter with political problems of lilerature

Left Write! Conference in

within the various communities—Chicano, .

Black, American Indian, Asian—allowed the
delegates—most of whom are poets who
sense the growing repression within the
cultural sectors of society—to discuss a vast
range of questions. These questions hopeful-
ly will be answered by a more solidaritous
program of actions and propaganda.

The work of a cultural vanguard is at the
heart of the proletarian revolution. In many
respects, the communist movement has been
slack in this respect. It has depended too
heavily on past revolutionary voices or has
narrowed the view of culture 1o exclude
countless poets who have been captive of a
bourgeois educational scheme, but who
nonetheless have been writing td and for the

------

: R e et e L s
crime? Isn't the destruction of edycation and
lack of jobs for youth a Crime? Jsn’t 10 @

i
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sense .that 1t 15 amportant . to gather info‘a
union force as poets and wrigers. Attacks
against cultural workers are growing. The re-
cent appeal denial for Amiri Baraka (which
poets say was done because of his opposition
to the government) has been termed an exam-
ple of an academic McCarthyism returned.

The Baraka case was met with the Left
Hrite *'petition of 46,"" 46 poets and artists
who put their names on the line in defense of
their colleague demanding his release. This
happened- before the conference had even
begun!

It is hoped that the conferénce will spur
artists,. photographers, street-agitational
theaterspeople and others to unity confer-
ences of their own. Especially important in

“this regard is the case of artists associated

~letarian struggle

with galleries that are within the bourgeois
cultural structure. It is very necessary that a
campaign be mounted whereby the artisis
spread the word of the international pro-
leta to the captive galleries and
tn?lﬂlthiu as part of its *‘advertising” it begin
printing newsletters and petitions of interna-
tonal support as well as support for in-
digenous struggles of the proletariat,

Left Write is a broad coalition hoping to
unify as a strong vanguard. Culture js jn.

dispensable to any successful revolutionary

movement, =

,
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WHAT NEXT?

Instead of calling their gy -t

District 17 officials have fwm:dTmrnrﬁ:'

tee for the Repeal of Taf. -~
assumption that “ Hariley, on the .-

place to pass the buck, ' They are now going '

e

committee is (he best :

Continued from Page 8 - |

Taft-Hartley will be repealed only by vio-
lating it and doing whatever is neces to
unite and organize the working class in jig
own defense. Taft-Hartley will be repeajed
on the picket line, in the sympathy strike
with the secondary boycott, and through the
broken injunction. Taft-Hartley wilj be
repealed when an organized and unified
working class takes control of the economice

along with Church's slatement that he wij  And political system.

call such a conference
settled. -

=Rt

District 17 officers are weaseling on Taft."

Hartley because Taft-Hartley ;
Baior of ca o e ArIey(is At i e

e . e e e

foun--

@fter the contract is

i
.I

Miners in District 17 must thej
cowardly district officials who have deciden
that getting reelected in May is more ji
tant than fighting for labor Unity oL
H.‘:_I_'I{_*r: must - support the Davis m;._..m:"'
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28 May &80

Dear

We are writing to sollicit feedback on the tentative ldea of having
a writers' conference next Fall. The general purpose of such a con-—
ference would be to bring together diverse writers to dialogue on
gquestions of mutual interest, specifically regarding a writer's relation-

shiz to audience or community and other guestions regarding the re=
lationship of poetry and politics.

Obviously such a conference could be conducted in several ways.
One approach would be to organize a large conference. 32 or 4 panels
consisting of 4 panelists each could be held over a 3 day period wi?h
smaller workshops and perhaps cne or two readings also presented. A
drawback to this approach might be a) the greater amount of work Lo
ﬂrganizg it‘ bB) an audience rglating pas5i“ElY to "star" DﬂﬂEliEti
instead of actively engaging in dialcgue, c) the more generalized
nature of such a conference.

Ancther approach would be a smaller conference (100 person max.)
with a narrower focus. Panels, workshops and readings could still be
neld in which everyone might more actiwvely marticipate. A draw-
back to this approach might be the "converted" preaching only to each
other while many of those most needing such a conference might be
excluded. You might have still other ideas as to what kind of
conference, if any, would be most beneficial.

In either a larger or smaller conference, we would hope the
emphasis would be on participants examining and talking about thelr own
and each other's work, not on generalized theoretical discussion. Thus
workshoos ( of no more than 10 persons each] and workshop facilitators
would be equallv if not more important than panel discussions (the
curpose of which would be to stimultate thinldng in workshops).

Before proceeding further with this conference idea, we seek
vour response on what sort of conference, 1f any, you feel would be
constructive., We'd also like to know a) what questions you feel panels
should address, b) who would you like to see as panelists and work-
shop facilitators in such a conference (keeping in mind that at this
point we anticipate no large grants or donatiocns for honorariums)
=) whether you wo8ld be interested in attending a general planning
meeting regarding these matters and d)} whether you know anycne else
you think would be especially interested in working on such a con-

ference (please feel free to show this or discuss it with other writers
who might be interested].

We hope to hear from you soon 50 that if there is sufficient and
widespread interest, a planning meeting can be arranged.

Respectfully,

Steve Abbot (545 Ashbury #1, SF 94117)
Bruce Boone

cc: Judy Grahn, Al ¥oung, Karen Brodine, Leslie Simon, Tede Mathews,
Nellie Wong, Ishmael Reed, Janice Hirikitﬁni, David Henderson, Kathleen
Fraser, Aaren Shurin, Victor Cruz, Bob Gl 1

ck, Alejandro Murguia, Bob
Callaghan, Richard Oyama, Nina Serrano, Gloria Anzaldua, H;iricé Ken

Fat Farker, Gloria Frym, Cush, Wendy Rose, Luisah T ny,
Frica Hunt, Ron Silliman. 2 ; eish, Gail Newman

|
¥ I



BUDGET

Expenses
Publicity 100 -culﬂr posters, 14" x 17"
artist's fee S0.
printing 200,
2000 flyers, b&w 8" x 11" 57
400 conference programs,
5" x Bh", 8=12 pp.
lay-out & type-setting 150.
printing el
advertisements in "Foetry
Flash" and community newspapers 200.
782.
Rent large hall & 3 smaller rooms
for two days 400.
Refreshments/Entertainment
coffee & doughnuts, two mornings 300.
£film or musical evening Fi-15
il
Cperating Expenses office auppliesfpnstaée a0.
Xerox 3 |
telephone : 25. _2:%
: 90. : i

Honoraria, Fees workshop hnnoraria,lll
workshops € 50. a Hﬂ:kﬁhﬁﬂ

pnnelist fees, 8 pane

i Eﬂ. a pannli&t j:ﬂ;?f

1080.



el

Income
Foundation Funding 1817,
Registration Fees 600,
Frogram Advertisements 200,
Fund-raisers
poetry benefit . 40..
film benefit 70,

110.

Total 2727.




NARRATIVE: WRITING
AND PCOLITICS CONFERENCE

We are at present a group of 15 women and men from
several ethnic, sexual and other communities in San Francisco,
who are planning a conference on writing and politics to
take place in February or March eof 1981. The tentative date
scheduled for the conference is the weekend of Ssaturday,
February 28 through Sunday, March 1, 1981, Negotions are
underway with the New Colleqge of California, 777 Valencia 5t.
in 3an Francisco, for an adecuate meeting space. Our needs
as we foresee them are: one hall or large roecm, three to
four smaller rooms and connecting hallways. We expect a
conference attendance of 200-400 people. Ue will charge a
registration fee of not less than $3.00 and not more than
£5.00.

At the two day conference we will provide coffee and
doughnuts at the beginning of each day. We will al=o print
a conference program, listing each day's events with messages
from supporters. The first day will begin with a panel
discussion on how our needs and goals as writers arise from
our particular communities. Then after a break, w orkshops ]
all afgernoon. Saturday evening there will be an enta:t;ip_' T”dﬁ-;i
ment, a political film or musical event. Sunday's schaﬂu%ﬁajlgéﬁijf
is similar, but with a concluding general session. Thq g 55‘ *
complete two day schedule is as follows: ' i L

A Eaturdgr



workshops : : :

1. Womeri's Writers Union - Ann Finger, Coordinator.

2. Lesbian/Gay History Project - Jess Escoffier.

3. Getting Our Work into the Community - Leslie
Simon, Kush, Cloud House: street readings, posters,
poetry on the buses.

4. Left Writing in the U.5. = possible panelists:
Kenneth Rexroth, Tillie Olsen, Meridel LeSueur,

Kay Boyle and Jessica Mitford.

S. Writers as Workers - Coordinators, R.V. Cottam
and Susu Jeffry.

6. Translation - Jack Hirschman and Nanos Valaoritis.

7. Writing and Criticism - Steve Abbott, Damage
magazine, Al Richmond.

8. Chicano/Latino Literary Movement, a Historical
Analysis - Yvonne Yabaro-Bejarano, Francisce Alarcén,
Tomasa Ybarra.

9« Black Writing Weorkshop - African fmerican Historical
and Cultural Society - Deborah Majpr, writer—-in- '
residence.

10. Asian-American Writing - possible panelists:

Merle Woo, Mellie Wong, Frank Chin, Richard Cyama.
11. Native fmerican Writing - Wendy Rose, Coordinator.

Saturday Panel: "How Qur YWork as Hrlters Arises from and
Reflects ocur Communities."™

Fanelists: Alvah Bessie, older left activist and mrit&mh'ﬂ.




